
 

    

    

  

 

    

  

  

 

 

      

  

   

   

   

 

 

 

     

 

  

 

Merion Elementary School Black History Month Activities 2018 

Morning Meeting - Each week, classroom teachers are introducing quotes from famous African-

Americans and using the opportunity to have students discuss the meaning of the quotes and why they 

are important. Quotes from Maya Angelou, Rosa Parks, and Barack Obama to name a few are used by 

classroom teachers as a way to engage the students in discussion. 

Morning Announcements - Biographies of significant African-Americans are presented as part of the 

school-wide announcements each day. Students are learning more about African-Americans across 

disciplines including science, medicine, politics, government, art, music and social justice. Marian 

Anderson, Ralph Bunche, Shirley Jackson, Chester Burnett, Kathryn Johnson are just a few of the 

biographies being shared each morning. 

In Art classes Faith Ringgold has been featured in first grade. Alma Woodsey Thomas will be new this 

year. Horace Pippin will be featured in third grade as a representative of African-American artists at the 

Barnes Foundation. Henry Ossawa Tanner will be featured in fourth grade as an expatriate Pennsylvania 

artist. In Music Classes, students are learning about Duke Ellington and Marian Anderson, to name some 

of the musicians and vocalists who have made significant contributions to music. 

Classroom activities - Students are learning about significant African-Americans, past and present.  

Students are researching facts and information about the important contributions made by African-

Americans in fields such as literature, art, science, social justice, politics and entertainment. Students 

have opportunities to create posters, reports and timelines to share with their classmates as well as with 

their families. 

School Gallery Walk - Each grade level and class are researching a significant African-American and 

creating a bulletin board or door display with facts and information. During the latter part of the month, 

staff and students will walk the halls and learn more about the many contributions made by African 

Americans across disciplines. 


