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EA‘r.mt.n"t?: Avenue Scho‘o_l;l-s_

Discredit To Lower Mer_ion

(F'l!_’!.h Article of a Series)

As stated in a
port rates the Merion
Lower Merion School dis
irf 1888, the same year
second poorest.

previous installment, the Engelhardt Re-
Square School as the poorest in the
trict. The first unit was completed
as the Bala School, which is rated

Third frem the bottom is the Ardmoré Avenue School,

dren by not giving them the best
_{arilities we can afford,” he says.

Lower .Merion, according to a re-
‘cent survey, is doing the least for|
its school . ehjldren in relation to|
what it can afford of any schovl |
distriet in the Philadelphia area.

-Ardmore Avenue School is a case
in point. It is true that this is one
of only two schools in the district
which are not overcrowded. It is
also true that a large sum of
money will be spent this summer
to make neccssary improvements,
including replacement of the 41-
year-old boilers which could have
! blown up almost any time.

Yet, consider these findings
1 gleaned from the Engelhardt Re-

rt:

The school occupies a site of only
4.4 acres, providing less than half
an acre for play area. With the
exception of several sand boxcs, Lthe
space is entirely asphalt-covered.

The older unit is of non-fire-re-
sistive construction. The value of.
a spiral toboggan fire escape from
the third floor is questioned, and it
is recommended that four sub-
standard classrooms on this floor
be abandoned altogether.

Stairs and floors in the old build-
ing are of wood, in poor condition,
and the corridors are dismal.

No facilities are provided for
home economics, and children are
sent to Penrm Wynne School for
these classes.

Natural lighting in the main
building is poor. Some of its rooms
are too small, making it difficult to
carry on a complete program.

Classrooms in the annex are con-
siderably below the accepted stand-
ard in size.

The school office is one small
rocm, used jointly by the principal
and clerk, and also serves as a pub-
lic waiting room.

Teachers eat lunch in the main
vestibule of the building.

The only toilet rooms in the old
section are located in the basement
and are in poor condition.

These ar« but a few of the de-
tails cited. About the only feature
that draws favorable comment is

the medical room. |

“third oldest in the district. The
main building was erected in 1901,
after a fire had destroyed the orig- .
inal structure, and an annex was
added 41 years ago.

We had an argument the other
day with a good titizen who rea-
soned that too much emphasis was
' being placed on physical facilities.
It"s our teachers who count, was
his argument.

“You talk about Merion Square
School,” he said. “All right, so it's
not modern. But look at John Fet-
ter, the principal. Why, the kids
Iwunld rather go to his school even
if it were a one-room log building.”

We agreed that it is the teachers
that count, first of all. “But sinee
we have principals like John Fet-
ter and good teachers, why not
give them the equipment and tools
to work with?” was the point of
our argument,

‘BEST WE CAN AFFORD’

Dr. N. L. Engelhardt is of the

opinion that our teachers are doing

& tremendous job under handicaps.
“We are falling down on our chil-
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Several of the recommendations

listed improvements provided for |
before the Engelhardt Report was'
submitted and are already being
attended to.
However, it is difficult to see haw
the basic deficiencies can be deall,
with without razing or reconstruct-
ing the building, or expanding the
| site or rebuilding on a new site.



