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Agenda
A timeline for senior year

 Post-Secondary Pathways

 Timeline for College Applications

 Defining College Admission Options & Deadlines

 Standardized Testing in Admission

 The mechanics of Naviance and Common Application

 Financial aid and Scholarships

 Breakout meetings with Counselors (7:45 – 8:15pm)



Pause

Breathe….What the Road Said

The prospect of a college 
education should be filled with 
possibility, hope, and joy – and so 
should the experience to get 
there.  Attitude is everything, so 
start by internalizing that it really, 
truly is all going to work out.  The 
great strength of our higher 
education system is its incredible 
diversity….suspend preconceived 
notions about what the “right” 
school is and open your mind to 
the countless number of 
incredible options out there”.

Jenny Rickard, President and 
CEO of The Common App



Post-Secondary Pathways

 Career/Technical Schools

 Military Service – (college, 
enlist, combination)

 Employment/Apprenticeship

 College/University

 Gap Year

 Other

What are my options? PA Career Ready
(social/emotional skills)
 Self-Awareness and Self-

Management

 Establishing and Maintaining 
Relationships

 Social Problem Solving



Career Resources
 Naviance Careers Tab

 PA Careers Link: 
https://www.pacareerlink.pa.gov/jponline/individ
ual

https://www.pacareerlink.pa.gov/jponline/individual


Senior Timeline: Fall
 Carefully review your transcript 

and have a copy to use for 
apps.

 Teacher letters of 
recommendation – request and 
add to Naviance

 Standardized Tests

 SAT – 10/1, 11/5, 12/3

 ACT – 10/22, 12/10

 TOEFL/ DuoLingo

 “Match” Naviance & Common 
App

 Turn in Transcript Release Form 15 
school days prior to the deadline



Transcript Release Form

• Turn in to Registrar, Ms. Kate 
Wosczyna in Student 
Services

• The first copy should be a 
hard copy and signed by 
student and guardian.

• You may turn in additional 
forms if adding colleges 
later.  This copy does not 
have to be signed by a 
parent.

• Copies can be found in 
Naviance (Document 
Resources)



Senior Timeline: Fall and Winter

 Athletes:  Register with the NCAA for Div. I & II.

 Register for college visits at Harriton and visit college campuses in person.

 Complete all parts of Common App and the SRAR when required. Be 
prepared for deadlines as early as Oct. 15 – Nov. 15.

 Request fee waivers for both testing and college applications when 
necessary

 Communicate with your counselor and teacher recommenders.

 Review and submit your applications in Common App and others

 Apply for Financial Aid - https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa -
October 1 FAFSA is open

 Register for AP Exams if taking AP classes

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Senior Timeline:  Winter and Spring

 Complete Regular Decision, ED II, and Rolling Applications
 Complete all Financial Aid documents: FAFSA, Profile, College Forms
 Be realistic, balanced, and prepared for Decisions:

 Accept (Congratulations!)
 Deny (disappointing but not the end of the world)
 Waitlist (if interested, maintain good grades and send later)
 Defer (send a letter of continued interest and good grades later)
 Conditional Acceptance (rare, but may have requirements)
 Guarantee Transfer (rare, acceptance possible a year from now)

Important deposit deadline for most all colleges EA, RD, Rolling is May 1



Regular Decision 

Submit by specified date, 
receive decision in clearly 
stated period of time. 

Early Decision I & II 
(ED) A\ 
Binding commitment to 1st 
choice - if admitted, student 
wi ll definitely enroll and 
withdraw all other 
applications. 

Rolling Admission 

Appl ications are reviewed 
as they are submitted, 
decisions are rendered 
throughout the cycle. 

Restrictive Early A\ 
Action (REA) ! 
Apply to institution of 
preference and receive 
decision early, may be 

restricted from ED or 
EA/REA at other institutions. 

Early Action (EA) 

Apply early and receive a 
decision well in advance of 
regular response date. 

0 

  What application plan is 
best for you? 



Navigating “Test Optional”….

• More than 1,800 four-year schools will not require students to submit 
ACT/SAT scores to be considered for fall 2023 enrollment. 

• At the most selective institutions, students who are in the top quartile 
and incredibly qualified may be denied. This often has nothing to do 
with the decision to send (or not send) test scores.

• Questions to consider:

• Are scores required to be considered for merit aid/scholarships?
• How do my scores fit in with the rest of my application?
• What does the data from last year's application cycle tell me?



Mechanics of the Process



Naviance: Colleges I’m Applying To

Deadlines and 
application 
types are 
important

Make sure you 
have the right 
campus





“Submission types”

Common Application School 
– transcripts accepted 
electronically through 
Common App – must 
“match” with Naviance

Requires stamped addressed 
envelope (address to college) and 
send/mail to Mrs. Newberg and 
teacher recommenders– (transcript 
and recommendation letters are not 
accepted electronically). Put your 
name on the inside flap of envelope 
and the due date

Not a Common Application 
school but the transcript can still 
be sent electronically



Adding a teacher 
recommender



Common App



Common App - FERPA

FERPA regulates the privacy of student education records, which 
could include your application to the college where you enroll. 
FERPA also gives you the right to review confidential letters of 
recommendation provided as part of that application after you 
enroll.

In the application you'll be asked if you want to waive the right to 
review confidential letters of recommendation.

Waiving your right lets colleges know that you do not intend to read 
your recommendations, which helps reassure colleges that the 
letters are candid and truthful.



Matching Naviance to CA



Right About Now….items to complete –
take a handout and link to our 
newsletter!

https://www.smore.com/tnahq-hhs-student-services-newsletter

https://www.smore.com/tnahq-hhs-student-services-newsletter


Student Services Newsletter
Coming Soon!



Applying for Financial Aid

 File for aid through the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) beginning October 1 and join us this fall: 

 Financial Aid Night – Thursday, Oct. 6, virtual

 FAFSA Completion Night – Thursday, Oct. 18, virtual

 The 2022-23 FAFSA form asks for 2020 tax information. 
Application and information available at 
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid

 The CSS Profile (College Board) may also be required. 
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/

 Net Price Calculators give estimates for each individual 
college of the potential cost of attendance

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


Applying and Searching 
for Scholarships

 Your individual colleges.  Search their Scholarship and 
Financial Aid pages.

 The Lower Merion Township Scholarship Fund for LM and 
HHS students who qualify: https://lmtsf.org/

 LMSD Scholarship Google Doc:
 https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dK1-

HDn5p_WYygdVWCkAw1Vd73EEbPzPd8gjUnx3luk/edit?usp=sh
aring

 Other scholarship search platforms:
 Going Merry - https://www.goingmerry.com/
 FastWeb - https://www.fastweb.com/
 The College Board - https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-

for-college/scholarship-search

https://lmtsf.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dK1-HDn5p_WYygdVWCkAw1Vd73EEbPzPd8gjUnx3luk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search


Career & College Access 
Counselor

Mrs. Whelan
WhelanM@lmsd.org
(610) 658 - 3948

Office Hours – Lunch and Learn

College Visits – Juniors and Seniors must pre-register on 
Naviance and receive teacher permission if they have to 
miss a class – at least one day ahead. Visits run Sept. 13 
through Dec. 1.

College Fair – Oct. 28, 2022 – a small optional fair – stay 
tuned for more information.

Resources I recommend:  
• The Truth About College Admission: A Family Guide (both book and workbook), by 

Brennan Barnard and Rick Clark
• Where You Go is not Who You’ll Be by Frank Bruni

mailto:WhelanM@lmsd.org


Give us feedback about 
tonight’s program.

Thank you for 
joining us!

Scan the QR 
code to give us 
feedback!



Individual Counselor Meetings

Dr. Korey Bell, (A – Dio ) Auditorium

Barbara Serratore (Dip - Kl)  Room 125

Genny Waldman (Ko – M) Auditorium

Allison Bowman(N – Shin) 169

Mike Mallozzi (Shio – Z) Room 170
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