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For Seniors & Families:

The College Application Process



This evening’s program

As a large group, we will cover:

 A timeline for senior year

 Types of admission & deadlines

 Parts of an application

 The mechanics of submitting applications

 Types of admission decisions

 A change in financial aid 

 Next steps 

… and then move into small groups for Q&A



Timeline for the Fall

1. Carefully review your 
transcript

2.Discuss letters of 
recommendation with teachers 
and provide what they need

3. Decide if you will take any 
standardized tests in the fall:       
ACT - 9/12,   10/24,   12/12            
SAT & SAT Subject Tests –
10/1,   11/5,   12/3

4.Athletes:  Register with the 
NCAA at EligibilityCenter.org

5. Research colleges:  on your own; 
college visits at school; college 
fairs; college websites

6.Settle on a list of colleges and 
enter into Naviance, Common 
Application and other apps

7. Review deadlines, requirements 
for each application; begin to 
work on submissions

8.Consider meeting with your 
counselor or the college access 
counselor

✓



Types of Admission

Non-Restrictive

- Rolling Admission
- Regular Decision
- Early Action (EA)

Restrictive
- Restrictive Early Action (REA)

= Only early application

- Early Decision (ED)
- Early Decision II  

= Must attend if accepted!

Deadlines

- None (apply early!)
- ~ Jan. 1/15
- ~ Nov. 1/15

- ~ Nov. 1/15

- ~ Nov. 1/15
- ~ Jan. 15/Feb.1

✓ ✓



Application Components

STUDENT
Sets up list of colleges in Naviance; 

requests transcripts and grade reports; 
requests letters of recommendation-all 
applications in Naviance; requests test 

scores. 

Completes Common App and/ or other 
application form and FERPA release.

Registrar
Submits transcripts 
and grade reports

College Board 
or ACT

Submits test scores

Teachers
Mail or upload 

letter of 
recommendation

Counselor
Submits counselor 
recommendation; 

provides school 
profile; advises 

student as needed

✓ ✓ ✓



Mechanics of the Process✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

 All students will use Naviance “Family Connection” 
- Www.naviance.com/harriton or /lowermerion
- Central clearinghouse for processing applications, transcripts, more

● Over 700 colleges of the almost 4,000 in the US and abroad use The 
Common Application

● The majority of colleges accept school documents & letters electronically; a 
few, usually international universities, want documents mailed

● New application this year, Coalition Application, applies to 95 colleges; only 
1  is Coalition exclusive-UFLA. Many of the colleges on Coalition are on The 
Common Application too

● Some universities have their own process-Penn State uses PSU online and 
Pitt and others use a self-reported process, which means you input your own 
courses and grades

● Each process is defined on Naviance, which is a great source of information
● Deadlines are very important in the college process to keep on track



Mechanics of the Process✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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Mechanics of the Process✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



Mechanics of the Process✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



Mechanics of the Process✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Dashboard displays an overview of 
the application status for each college 
on a student’s list.



Admission Decisions✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

 Offered admission 

 Denied admission

 Deferred / Hold

 Waitlisted

 Your responsibility



A Change in Financial Aid Timing

 Starting this fall, families will be able to file for aid 
through the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) beginning October 1! That is a full 3 months 
ahead of the timing in previous years

 For the first time also, families will be able to use 
their prior-prior year tax information, aka PPY, when 
reporting personal and family income

 Example-Since student will enter college in the fall of 
2017, you can use your 2015 tax information-a huge 
change from waiting to get taxes done in January 
and racing against February deadlines



Next Steps✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Small group discussions

Common Application, Coalition Application, other types of applications 

Naviance

Testing, transcript, discipline, release form

Questions about the process? 

Review handouts at home

Save the dates

LMSD College Fair (students only)  10/31/16 8:30-9:45 am LM; 10:15-11:30 am HHS

National College Fair at the Convention Center  10/30/16

Financial Aid Overview   10/24/16

FAFSA Completion Nights 11/2/16; 1/5/17

We are here to help!

✓
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