
   
    

 

          

          
      

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

  
           

     

         
       

       
     

 
 

      
 

   
 

 
   

  
 

             
        

Black History Month @ 
Penn Wynne Elementary School 

At Penn Wynne, we are celebrating Black History in a number of ways: 
• Each grade level has selected a different area of study for famous African 

Americans. Classes will select people to learn about. 

1. Kindergarten – Inventors 
2. First – Famous People 
3. Second – Musicians 
4. Third – Artists 
5. Fourth – Scientists 
6. Fifth – Mathematicians 

• Each year our Atrium case displays a theme. This year our theme is 
“Famous African Americans of Lower Merion.” (See below) 

• During morning announcements each day, we also share important facts 
dealing with different facets of Black History Month. 

• Teachers are also planning to organize doorway displays highlight 
important figures in African-American history! 

Our Black History: Famous African Americans of Lower Merion 

Black History is America’s History 

Dr. Carter G. Woodson 
“Father of Black history” 

“Those who have no record of what their forebears have accomplished lose the inspiration 
which comes from the teaching of biography and history.” 



 

           
 

 
               

           
 

“If a race has no history, if it has no worthwhile tradition, it becomes a negligible factor in 
the thought of the world, and it stands in danger of being exterminated” 



 
 

    
 

           
          

        
         

 
 

Reverend Virginia Pollard 

Current member of the LMSD School Board of Directors, is a resident of Ardmore since 1970. 
The wife of Zion Baptist Church of Ardmore Pastor James Pollard, Mrs. Pollard has raised three 
children in the LMSD. She is associate minister at the church working on a graduate degree at 
Lutheran Theological Seminary and an important member of the Ardmore and Lower Merion 
community 



 
 

     
 

            
      

       
          

       
        

     

          

Reverend James A. Pollard Sr., Ph.D 

On May 25, 1971, Reverend Pollard became the Pastor of Zion Baptist Church and continues to 
this day. He received a bachelor of science in Biblical literature from Philadelphia College of the 
Bible, a master’s of divinity from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, and his doctorate of 
philosophy from Kensington University of California. A member of the General Board of 
American Baptist Churches and the Montgomery County Advisory Council to the Pennsylvania 
Human Relations Commission, Pollard teaches at Eastern University, Geneva College Center for 
Urban Theological Studies and Lutheran Theological Seminary. 

He is married to Virginia Overton and together they have three sons. 



 
 
 

      
 

             
        

       
      

 
 
 

Dr. Robin Vann Lynch (aka Tommy’s mom) 

Past president and current member of LMSD School Board of Directors. A teacher educator 
and affiliate/adjunct faculty member with the Drexel University School of Education. She 
teaches courses in curriculum, assessment and diversity education. She holds a Ph.D. in 
educational policy and leadership from Ohio State University. 



 
 

    
        

         
          

            
        

            
       

Wendell Holland, Attorney 
Born and raised in Ardmore, attended Lower Merion High School, Fordham University, and 
Rutgers School of Law. After practicing law and serving as a corporate executive, Holland 
became chairman of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission. He was appointed to 
coordinate the City of Philadelphia Trade Missions with China and South Africa. In 1994 
Holland was the recipient of the annual award for excellence for the National Association of 
Water Companies. A member of the board of trustees for Main Line Health Inc., and named one 
of Philadelphia’s 100 Most Influential African Americans. 



 
 

    

         
         

      
        

    

         
   

Dr. Kellyn Hodges, Orthodontist 

Dr. Hodges was born and reared in Philadelphia where she excelled academically and studied 
opera as a lyric soprano at the Philadelphia High School for Girls. Dr. Hodges then went on to 
Howard University where she graduated Phi Beta Kappa and valedictorian of the Chemistry 
department in 1988. She earned her Doctorate in Dental Medicine and Masters Degree in 
Orthodontics at Temple University, graduating Summa Cum Laude. 

Dr. Hodges currently owns and operates three orthodontic practices in the Bala Cynwyd, 
Montgomeryville, and Ben Salem. 



 
 

 
         

         
       

        
         

          
       

        

Maryam Walker Phillips 
Lifelong resident of Ardmore and graduate of Harriton High School. Maryam visited the 
Ardmore Free Library as a child, where she acted as a page and later became Head Librarian 
and eventually Director of all Lower Merion Township libraries. Maryam represented the 
South Ardmore community as a Commissioner from 2002-2009, Upon retiring from the 
Commission she continues to serve the community as President of Ardmore Housing for the 
Elderly, Member of Ardmore Progressive Civic Association, Treasurer of the Ardmore Avenue 
Community Center, membership on the Next Level Youth Sports organization board of 
directors, and on the Lower Merion Police and Community Relations Committee. 



 
 

    
 

            

        

          

       

      

 

Reverend Carolyn C. Cavaness 

First Woman Pastor of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Ardmore. Growing up the 

daughter of a pastor, “I always knew as a kid that I would be a preacher. She answered that call 

at 14 and received her license to preach at 15. At 16, she was the youngest in her native New 

Jersey to be admitted to the church’s Congress. At Barnard College of Columbia University, she 

pursued urban studies and a concentration in economics 



 
 

      
 

      
           

       
        
            

      
       

“Dr. Russell F. Minton of Ardmore 

Dr. Russell F. Minton (c. 1900-1997) graduated from medical school in 1929 and became a 
radiologist at Mercy Hospital in 1940. He was involved with the merging of Mercy and Frederick 
Douglass Memorial hospitals. At Mercy-Douglass Hospital he served as chairman of the intern 
and resident training program, chief of the medical staff, chief of the Radiology Department, 
and Medical Director from 1949 until 1953. He was also the first African-American physician to 
be appointed as a medical officer of the Civil Service Commission’s Philadelphia regional office. 
He worked in this position until he retired in 1975. 



 
 

    
 

         
       

 
         

       
         

         

Nolan Atkinson Jr. Esquire 

The first black elected to the Lower Merion Board of Commissioners. The Ardmore resident 
served community for 12 years as Ward 4 commissioner. 

Atkinson, who earned degrees from the Howard University School of Law in 1967 and the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1969, is a partner with Duane Morris LLP. He was 
appointed as the firm’s first chief diversity officer in August 2007. Nolan is a distinguished 
member of the Trial Practice Group and chair of the firm’s Diversity Committee, 



 

  

           

         

           

        

      

       

        

          

           

 
 

    
 

          
         

           
         

     

Ora Pierce 

The first black woman elected to the Lower Merion Township board of commissioners. Highly 

admired and much beloved she served her neighbors and constituents for 16 years. She also 

served as President of Ardmore Housing for the Elderly and the Lower Merion Development 

Corp. and as Vice President of Lower Merion Affordable Housing. 

Pierce had moved to Ardmore at the age of 8, graduated from Lower Merion High School. 

Throughout her life she served in many capacities within the black community: she helped 

establish the Serendipity Day Camp in the 1960s, helped found the Lower Merion Scholarship 

Fund to help high-school students afford college, led a successful effort in the 1980s to help 

keep the Ardmore Library open and was the first chief den mother for Cub Scout Pack 243. 

Herbert Nelson of Ardmore 

The first prominent black lawyer in Montgomery county established his law practice in Lower 
Merion Township and Norristown. Nelson was a native of Ardmore, where he had a law 
practice. He earned a law degree at Howard University and later a master's in law, an 'LLM,' at 
Temple University. He was admitted to the Montgomery County Bar Association in 1948. In 
1960 he became the first Black assistant DA of Norristown. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
     

 
            

       
         

          
        

 
           

             
 

         
         

          

U.S. Army Lieutenant General 
Julius Wesley Becton Jr. 

Born on June 29, 1926 in Bryn Mawr, Julius Becton graduated from Lower Merion High School 
in 1944, and joined the army where he served until 1983. In 1960, Becton earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics from Prairie View A&M in Texas. He received a Master’s in economics 
from the University of Maryland in 1967. He is also a graduate of the United States Command 
and General Staff College, the Armed Forces Staff College, and the National War College. 

Steadily moving up the ranks, in 1972, Becton was promoted to Brigadier General. In 1978, 
General Becton was the first African American officer to command a Corps in the U.S. Army. 

After retiring in 1983, Gen. Becton held several important posts in the U.S. government, the 
private sector, and NATO. President Ronald Reagan appointed him the director of FEMA.  In 
1989 Gen. Becton was voted to become the president of Prairie View A&M, the university from 



           
      

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
  

 
           

           
       

         
         

       
 

         
  

 
 

      
  

 

which he earned his Bachelor’s degree in 1960. Between 1996 and 1998 General Becton was 
Superintendent of Schools in Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Robert Copeland 
Superintendent of Schools 

Robert L. Copeland began his tenure as Superintendent of the Lower Merion School District in 
July of 2015. Prior to coming to Lower Merion, Mr. Copeland served as Superintendent of the 
Neshaminy School District in Langhorne, Pennsylvania and for nearly eleven years as 
Superintendent of Schools in Piscataway, New Jersey. Mr. Copeland's career in education 
includes teaching, building administration and central office positions in both suburban and 
urban districts in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 

“Whatever we believe about ourselves and our ability comes true for us.” 
—Susan L. Taylor, journalist 

“Never be limited by other people’s limited imaginations.” 
—Dr. Mae Jemison, first African-American female astronaut 



 
              

                
         

       
 
 

             
  

 
 

    
  
 
 

                 
  

 
 

                    
        
  

 
 

                    
        
  

 
 
 

         
    

           

   

            

            

           

         

        

“One day our descendants will think it incredible that we paid so much attention to things 
like the amount of melanin in our skin or the shape of our eyes or our gender instead of the 
unique identities of each of us as complex human beings.” 
—Franklin Thomas, activist, philanthropist, and former president of the Ford Foundation 

“My humanity is bound up in yours, for we can only be human together.” 
—Desmond Tutu 

“Have a vision. Be demanding.” 
—Colin Powell 

“Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken winged bird that cannot fly.” 
—Langston Hughes 

“Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by the 
obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.” 
—Booker T. Washington 

“Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by the 
obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.” 
—Booker T. Washington 

Julius Becton Jr., an Ardmore native, who was promoted to lieutenant general and commanded 
the Army base at Fort Dix, N.J.,” reads “The Second Hundred Years.” 

Becton, who was born June 29, 1926, in Bryn Mawr, shared his memories of growing up on the 

Main Line in “The First 300.” 

“I grew up on the ‘wrong’ side of the tracks in Bryn Mawr but I made it. We were the only black 

family between the Pennsy Railroad station and Bryn Mawr College, having been born and 

raised in the Bryn Mawr Courts Apartments on the corner of Morris and Montgomery avenues. 

My father was the janitor and we lived in the basement apartment. My brother, Joe, and I 

attended Bryn Mawr Grammar School from kindergarten through seventh, and during that 



          

      

    

  

        

          

        

         

     

         

        

  

           

           

         

       

        

   

         

    

           

         

           

         

           

        

         

  

entire period I do not recall once being invited to the home of any of my white classmates. Early 

on, social segregation was the rule. Blacks sat in the front left section of the one movie house 

on Lancaster Avenue. The adults frequented different bars and social clubs… all segregated,” 

says Becton. 

“Churches and the private schools (Bryn Mawr College, Harcum, Shipley and Baldwin) were all 

places that blacks visited as employees but never as members. The public schools, libraries and 

hospitals were the exception to segregation. Bryn Mawr Grammar, Ardmore Junior High and 

Lower Merion High were basically integrated, i.e., the classroom and certain athletic teams 

such as football, basketball, baseball, track and soccer. However, we were not encouraged to 

join the golf, tennis, swimming, gymnastic or fencing teams. If we had wanted to, I’m not too 

sure we would have been allowed. Never did I experience any overt racism within the 

schoolhouse,” continues Becton. 

“I graduated as a college-prep student in 1944 and immediately entered active duty in the Army 

Air Corps as a pre-aviation cadet at Keesler Field in Biloxi, Miss., a ‘great’ place for a young black 

from Lower Merion Township to be sent on his initial assignment. While astigmatism 

terminated my quest to become a pilot, the Army Infantry’s Officer Candidate School afforded 

me the opportunity to receive a commission as a second lieutenant of infantry at the tender 

age of 19,” remembers Becton. 

During the next 38 years, as the Army inched toward full integration, Becton built a strong 

military record, serving in three wars. 

“He joined the Army Air Corps in July 1944 and graduated infantry Officer Candidate School in 

1945. He separated from the Army in 1946 but returned to service after President Harry S. 

Truman’s executive order to integrate the U.S. armed forces in 1948. He went on to serve in the 

Korean War and the Vietnam War, eventually rising to the rank of lieutenant general in 1978 

and command of VII Corps in Europe during the Cold War,” reads his biography on Wikipedia. 

“Among his decorations were the Distinguished Service Medal, two Silver Stars, two Legion of 

Merit medals and two Purple Hearts, along with the Knight Commander’s Cross of the Order of 

Merit of Germany.” 



          

         

       

          

 

          

         

             

     

          

      

            

        

  

     

           

         

        

      

         

          

           

 

         

       

      

Becton retired from the Army in 1983 but his public-service career was far from over. He next 

served as the director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and after that 

changed careers as he became the fifth president of Prairie View A&M University, his alma 

mater. “Becton was the first graduate of Prairie View A&M University to attain flag rank in the 

military,” reads Wikipedia. 

He served as the university’s president for five years. Staying in education, Becton next tried his 

hand as the CEO and superintendent of the District of Columbia Public School System. 

Now retired, Becton and his wife, Louise Thornton of Radnor High School’s Class of 1944, live in 

Virginia. They have five children, 10 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

“His many honors include being named several times by Ebony magazine as ‘One of the 100 

Most Influential Blacks in America,’ and he has also received the Distinguished Service Award 

Association of the U.S. Army and the Boy Scouts of America’s Silver Beaver Award. His 

autobiography, ‘Becton: Autobiography of a Soldier and Public Servant,’ was published in 2008 

by Naval Institute Press,” 

1. A long history of scouting 

“Boy Scouting has a long history in and around the black community of Ardmore. Troop 

243 is the oldest predominantly black troop in the Valley Forge Council,” begins a March 

1988 Main Line Times history page entitled “Black Scouting in the Main Line.” The article 

was written by N-gai Merrill, who was then a 17-year-old Eagle Scout candidate from 

Troop 243. Merrill, of Ardmore, was also an honor student at Haverford High School 

who was planning to attend the University of Virginia. Also contributing to the article 

was Troop 243 Scoutmaster Charles Whitting of Ardmore. Troop 243 was organized in 

1937. 

“Over 10 years before that, however, another black Boy Scout troop had been organized 

in the area. These men and boys were the foundation of the Boy Scout program that has 

continued to the present time,” reads the history page. “During the 1920s and 1930s, 



        

           

   

            

          

      

   

        

        

        

            

        

         

   

     

          

     

       

        

  

          

       

        

 

 

   

there were five black troops in the area including LaMott (near Abington), Norristown 

and Crestmont. Bryn Mawr Troop 2 and Norristown Troop boasted the only Eagle Scout 

at the time, by the name of Mr. Young.” 

Around 1923, Oscar B. Cobbs of Buck Lane in Haverford started the first Boy Scout troop for 

young black men on the Main Line, referred to as Bryn Mawr Troop 2. Members included 

Howard Bush, Henry Carroll, Lewis Carroll, Warren Chew, Oscar Cobbs Jr., William Dennis, 

Andrew Dillon, Nick Dillon, Tribbett Green, Fred Henry, Alvennon Hodge, George “Bus” 

Johnson, Kendall Lee, Charles Merrill, James Merrill, Lewis Murdock and Edward White. 

Cobbs, a well-known tennis player and active church member, helped lead the troop of 15 

to 25 boys who met at the Haverford Community Center, known then as the Reading Room, 

on the corner of Buck Lane and Railroad Avenue. Among the members of the troop was 

Sam Link, the only black man at the time to have passed the Red Cross Life-Saving Test at 

the Boy Scouts’ Camp Delmont. In 1930 Charles Merrill and Lewis Murdock became 

assistant scoutmasters to Cobbs. 

“There was little racial discrimination at Camp Delmont because all the black troops 

attended at the same time. They used to go on snake hunts and partake in riflery and 

canoeing. At Camp Delmont the black scouts were not allowed to participate in some 

activities, including horseback riding and archery. Their main activities were swimming, 

night hikes and the trading post. The discrimination was subtle but was felt by the troop,” 

reads the history page. 

“The boys had fun with the activities they could share in. They could not change attitudes 

and procedures, so they made the best of the situation. One thing that the former leaders 

and scouts remember is the strong parental support for the troop,” continues the history 

page. 

2. Black churches offer support 



         

      

    

        

       

        

        

     

  

       

        

        

       

      

           

       

     

   

         

       

        

    

    

         

           

          

  

“For generations African-Americans have relied on the church for leadership. Black churches 

led the struggle for human rights when African-Americans were disenfranchised, unable to 

rely on politicians,” begins “The First 300.” 

“As blacks began migrating into the Ardmore community in the late 19th century, they were 

invited to worship at a local white Baptist church at Lancaster and Woodside roads. From 

1875 to 1893 blacks and whites attended church together; children attended communal 

Sunday School services. As the black members of this church became more numerous, plans 

were made to create a separate facility; the Zion Baptist Church was chartered in 1894,” 

continues “The First 300.” 

“Late in the last century, a meeting was called at the home of Caroline Strother to organize 

a new church for worship by blacks. Before black churches are formally organized, 

oftentimes groups of interested members congregate in homes, pray together, raise funds 

and initiate construction of formal houses of worship. Ms. Strother’s descendants continue 

to worship at Zion to this day,” reads “The First 300.” 

In March 1894 Zion Baptist Church was chartered under the auspices of Mother Zion Baptist 

Church of Philadelphia. The members originally worshipped in a 10-by-15-foot room in a 

small frame building generously supplied by the First Baptist Church, on the northeast 

corner of Cricket Avenue. 

In 1894 church officials were able to collect $1,500 to buy a 90-by-263-foot lot in Ardmore 

with a 27-by-60-foot building that the members used to worship in for the next five years. 

During those years the church members continued to collect money, gathering $7,000 for a 

“massive” construction addition. The original frame building continued to be used as a 

chapel until it burned down in 1913. 

“Since being chartered, Zion has enjoyed the service of nine reverends and is presently led 

by Pastor James A. Pollard Jr. Having recently celebrated its 100th anniversary in 1995, Zion 

continues as a beacon of light for the hardworking residents of South Ardmore,” concludes 

“The First 300.” 



       

         

     

        

      

        

  

        

       

         

         

 

  

        

         

       

         

           

      

        

          

          

          
  

 
 

          
     

 

The history of another successful black church, Mount Calvary Baptist Church on Walnut 

Avenue in Ardmore, dates back to January 1906 when it was founded during a meeting at 

the home of Mrs. Flora Woodson of Simpson Road, Ardmore. 

The first services of the church were conducted later that month under the guidance of the 

Rev. E. Luther Cunningham, who served the church community for two years. The church 

gained official recognition in April 1906 by a unanimous vote of the Baptist Churches of 

Philadelphia and Vicinity. 

The new church was not without its detractors. “The original design of the church was 

disallowed at the call of protesting white neighbors. Current design plans are based on the 

original plans and would allow the church more room to build. Renovations added a larger 

entryway to make it easier for caskets to be brought into the chapel for funeral services,” 

reads “The First 300.” 

“Since establishment, nine reverends have accepted the pastorate. Of these men, the Rev. 

F.M. Hedgeman had served the longest: 1913 to 1953. During his long tenure, the church 

grew in size and relevance in the Ardmore community; a new church was erected and 

dedicated (the mortgage was retired after only nine years), a new entrance and additional 

Sunday School facilities were added and a new pipe organ was installed. Mount Calvary is 

presently led by Pastor Albert Gladstone Davis Jr. Under his leadership many new and 

successful programs have been instituted, including the Board of Christian Education, 

Christmas candlelight services, Holy Week services and the Parents Ministry Group, which 

works to address issues in local schools. Having recently celebrated its 90th anniversary in 

1996, Mount Calvary boasts a steadily growing congregation of more than 300 members,” 

X Dr. Daniel Wilson of Norristown earned his medical degree from Hahnemann Medical 
College in 1890. 

X Dr. Caroline Montier of Glenside was recognized for her medical work in Philadelphia. She 
was (Montgomery) county’s first black female physician,” 




