
 

 
  

 

      
       

         
 

    
  

     
         

    
               

       
     

 
     

        
   

 
       

       
        

     
 

  

       
         

     
       

    
       

              
 

       
          

      
           

    
 

Black History Month 
at Merion Elementary School 

There is a school-wide recognition in progress. Students and staff will be taking over doors and bulletin 
boards and decorating them in such a way to bring attention to the incredible contributions of African-
Americans across various arenas: the sciences, the arts, government and law, education, athletics and 
more. 

Additionally, grade levels and departments have found meaningful ways to embed recognition and 
appreciation into the curriculum: 

2nd Grade: Students are using readers theater plays and mini-books to highlight the impacts of famous 
African-Americans. Some teachers are using PebbleGo, others are using books and other online 
resources. One teacher is introducing categories of famous people (scientists, athletes, leaders, 
musicians, etc.) by highlighting a famous African-American in each category and connecting it to surveys 
and graphs in math. Another teacher is highlighting Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks and their 
impact on the Civil Rights Movement. 

3rd Grade: Students are reading leveled texts and identifying character traits of famous African-
Americans. Using 15-20 different character traits, students are outlining a portrait of one famous 
African-American. 

4th Grade: Two teachers are facilitating cereal box projects for Black History Month that tie in Habits of 
Mind. Another teacher is doing a research report that also ties into Habits of Mind. Two other teachers 
are coordinating bio-bottles creating a museum of sorts to highlight the incredible contributions of 
African Americans FROM PENNSYLVANIA. 

5th Grade 

• TDA connection (writing): Choosing quotes from famous African-Americans and 
completing/discussing “What does it say, mean, and why does this matter?” (already did for 
MLK and kids loved it!!) 

• Biographies using new District online resource (PebbleGo) 
o Final products include infographics, “Slides” presentations, sketchnotes 

• Reading units: Langston Hughes, Little Rock Nine and Ruby Bridges, highlight people during 
American Revolution of all backgrounds but shift focus to African Americans around this time 

Music: School Counselor, Candace Brown, and our Music Teacher, Ms. McCarthy coordinate to celebrate 
the talents of African-American musicians. Ms. Brown plays a song on Monday mornings over the 
loudspeaker for all to hear. She touches briefly on the significance of the song. In music classes that 
week, Ms. McCarthy dives deeper by following-up with another chance to listen to, and discuss further 
the significance of the song(s) and musician(s). 



 
            

     
      

      
       

  
           

         
        

  
          

         
   

 
         

    
 

          
          

         
 
 
 

Library: This week we are focusing on the Newbery and Caldecott awards. Both books winning the gold 
this year were authored and illustrated by African-Americans. The Caldecott Award winner in 
particular, The Undefeated, by Kwame Alexander and illustrated by Kadir Nelson, highlights the 
perseverance through adversity of many African Americans throughout history, both those whose 
names are well known, and those whose names are not. 

Later in the month, we will be reading picture book biographies with 3-5 that highlight different 
important African-Americans throughout history and tying characteristics of those highlighted to the 
Habits of Mind, and how students can mirror and honor those we learn about in their own daily lives. 

In K-2 we are focusing on previous Coretta Scott King Award winners as well as books by African-
American authors in general. For example, in Kindergarten we are reading Fairy Tales retold and 
illustrated by Jerry Pinkney who has won numerous Caldecotts & Coretta Scott King awards. 

Gym: Each week Mr. Davis introduces an athlete of color. This week, for example, Mr. Davis is 
introducing Pele since the soccer unit is starting soon. 

Morning Announcements: We will feature Heritage Highlights from the African-American staff 
at Merion over the morning announcements. Staff members will provide information about 
their families or an African-American who has inspired them. 


