
 

 
  

 
        

 
           

              
              

             
       

           
            

        
             

              
        

       
              

             
            

              
             

             
             

           
              

             
             

             
             

            
             

       
            

         
             
            

  

Black History Month 
at Bala Cynwyd Middle School 

Below is a sampling of activities at Bala Cynwyd collected from teacher surveys: 

• Team 6-2 will use Newsela articles to incorporate Black History Month into Social 
Studies classes. We will use the articles as “bell-ringers” in class and assign specific 
instructions daily, so that by the end of each week, we will have discussed and 
completed an article. The cycle will repeat with a new article the following week until 
we reach the end of the month. 

• Team 6-5 is working on a “primary source vs. secondary source” lesson using documents 
from the Civil Rights Movement. Students are analyzing them for meaning and 
understanding before juxtaposing them with primary ancient civilization documents. In 
ELA, students are exploring the literary elements of Maya Angelou’s poems as they learn 
study the mood, tone and meaning of her pieces. We will be starting our Biography unit 
in mid-February which will begin with students learning about Colin Powell before 
choosing their own person to research. 

• For Black History Month this year, the Ardmore Library is having a local author 
(Adrienne Wright from Upper Merion) come to do a presentation on her book Hector: A 
Boy, a Protest, and the Photograph That Changed Apartheid, which students are being 
encouraged to attend. The book, told in three part, is about a boy who died in South 
Africa during a protest when the police fired into the crowd of students. It is based on 
the 1976 Time photograph, which was one of the 100 most influential photos of the past 
100 years. The presentation will include a slide show and provide an opportunity for 
students to sing protest music from the era and view primary sources. 

• Eighth graders are creating a self-portrait in the style of Kehinde Wiley. In celebration of 
the work of African-American artists, the work of Wiley will be studied closely. Wiley is a 
contemporary artist from Los Angeles, who now lives and works in New York. Wiley 
scans the city streets for young African-American males in urban settings and then 
creates portraits of these men assuming traditional poses found in historical paintings in 
order to allow men of color to be recognized as important historical figures. 

• Black Lives Matter Week of Action in Schools—exploration of principles, purpose, and 
application of the movement in gifted seminar class. 

• BCMS African American Read-In: Friday, February 14 from 8:30-9:00 a.m. in every 
classroom (and throughout the month of February in the library). 

• Book Study of Brown Girl Dreaming, Jacqueline Woodson’s memoir in verse 
• Bringing students to see Odeon by the Ephrat Asherie Dance Company (in collaboration 

with REACH) 



 
              

  
            

      
           

         
 

             
             

 
  
         

 
             

            
         
              

      
  

 

• Bringing my students to see My General Tubman at the Arden Theatre (in collaboration 
with REACH) 

• Facilitating a Skype conversation between students and Lorene Cary, author of My 
General Tubman, after seeing the play 

• Student-generated sharing about Black American art and artists throughout the 
school (in conjunction with the Culturally Responsive Teaching Committee) 

• Students in Spanish classes will be learning about the life and contributions of Roberto 
Clemente, Celia Cruz and Cesar Chavez as well as the more general topic of social 
justice. 

• African-American Picture Book Read-In in the BCMS Library 

o On February 20th from 8:15 to 10:00 the Bala Cynwyd Jazz Band and the REACH 
Committee will be presenting a tribute to Black History Month by celebrating the 
music and spoken word of historical and contemporary African-Americans. 
Please join us in the library to hear spoken word, poetry and jazz music all 
performed by BC students. 


