
       

COMMITTEE TO ADDRESS RACE IN EDUCATION  
Tuesday, November 30, 2010  (4:00–6:00 p.m.)  

Parent Panel, 6:00-7:00 p.m.) 

Meeting Notes 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions ................................. Dr. Christopher McGinley 

Dr. McGinley welcomed the group to the meeting and then introduced Dr. 
Spence to review some of the district initiatives and provide the group with 
updates.  The updates were as follows: 
 

Update on AAAIM model – Asante African American Infusion Model 
Elaine Johnson- the program connected with our social studies curriculum and students represented what 
they learned in a visual display that other students were able to view as well.  The student had to write 
facts they learned about African countries and the activity was tiered for each grade level into a creative 
display.  Students were able to choose a variety of countries to research. 
 
Anne Levy-Pugh -The  student perspective was that both a first and fourth grader was excited about the 
activity and wanted to take a book out from the library and was able to relate a story about Matisse who 
had been given African masks that inspired him in his works.   
 
DVMSAC update: The student leadership institute is happening this Friday and there are 14 students 
going from the district- 7 from each high school, along with professional staff, will be participating. The 
8th of December there will be parent meeting of the Family and Community Leadership Task force. 
 
November 22nd- a large team from the district attended a DVMSAC and presented about the strategic 
plan initiatives of cultural proficiency and the MAP program.   The connection with instruction was a 
large component of the program. 
 
CP 101 and CP 102 update:  The 34 sessions are continuing with only a handful of sessions left to 
complete before winter break.  Gail Brown shared that there has been good dialog and some really good 
questions arose.  It helped to foster getting to know one another and many questions focused on what the 
next steps would be.  Andre Wilson- Harvey also shared that this was a good beginning to start the 
dialogs that are necessary for change to happen.  Deb Frazier also added that some questions came up 
about what we would be doing to bring parents on board.  Elaine Johnson also added that the process 
was a series of steps and this is just one of the beginning steps to help everyone have a common 
language. 
 
Dr. McGinley shared a comment from a seasoned professional who shared that his initial views were 
changed after having participated in the cultural proficiency training and that some really deep 
conversations continued back in their buildings which never would have happened if he had not 
participated in the session.Barbara Moore Williams will continue the work with the cadre and with the 
administrators to continue the dialog beyond these sessions. 
 
Delaware County Childcare Consortium is working with Pam Hart to schedule meetings with the 
district’s elementary schools and the pre-school and early care programs that feed into the district and 
invited the directors to join them in a conversation about what they are doing, what they need from the 



district and what we can do to build a better relationship.  We are also looking at how we tap into those 
families that do not send their kids to pre-school and how to include them in these conversations.  Carla 
Bolton from central registration is gathering information on pre-school students in the district so that we 
have a data base to begin to support those students before they get to kindergarten. 
Dr. Spence then passed out Goals that were written back in 2008 for the group to begin to review the 
information and begin discussions and reviewed the prior goals, future plans and guided the group to 
modify the document to reflect current processes, goals and activities. 

 
II. Review CARE Mission and Goals/Initiatives ................................ Dr. Spence 
Dr. Spence then distributed the CARE Goals and initiatives that were created in 2008-2009 and asked 
the group for input on updating this listing.  Members broke into table groups and reviewed each of the 
items on the chart to update and brainstorm ideas for future goal areas for the CARE committee. 
The results of this conversation will be compiled and used to update the goals sheet. The group notes 
were collected and will be compiled into a new document. 
 
III. District-wide Literacy Initiatives ................................... Dr. Lorraine DeRosa 
Dr. DeRosa shared some information with parents on literacy and reviewed some materials she 
provided, noting the research that the more a child reads independently at home the higher they will 
score in reading assessments.  A child reading only 5 minutes a day will have read over a thousand 
minutes per year which increases their reading ability exponentially.   
 
The materials were provided to the parents and the Powerpoint is available on her district website. 
The district is fully implemented in a writing curriculum from grade 1 through 5 using a major resource 
called “Being a Writer” which helps students study the craft of writing and then practicing the skills.  
They also use Dr. Lyn Dorfman with mentor texts and Ralph Fletcher.  This year’s focus for grades 3,4 
and 5 is studying the domains of writing to really dissect and understand what this means and to 
increase style.  K—6 also has a writing curriculum using conventions as a craft for grammar and style.  
The focus for the last two years has been writing because it is the study year for a core reading 
program.  That will occur over the course of this year and a committee of representatives from each 
building will be a part of the committee at the elementary level. Dr. DeRosa is looking for a seamless 
flow of reading instruction for all students.  The members were encouraged to ask questions and a 
discussion followed. 
 
IV. Cultural Proficiency Leaders Update .................. Dr. Barbara Moore-Williams 
Dr. Barbara Moore-Williams Barbara asked about recording /spelling out for teachers the expected 
consistency in how they assess. Wagner indicated training has begun, but variability still exists from 
teacher to teacher.  There will be an ongoing process to create greater alignment and consistency. 
Only consistency is the final exam.  
 
V. Districtwide Math Initiatives ......................................Nancy Acconciamessa 

Nancy Acconciamessa talked about some of the district goals that have been accomplished in her short 
tenure with the district and shared that information with the committee.  She also provided an update 
for the committee on what programs are in place and what progress has been made on curriculum 
maps in multiple grade and content levels and are in place and being implemented by teacher across 
district. We are also in the process of refining and aligning the algebra and geometry curriculums and 
we are working on consistency between schools and vertical between grade levels.  The Investigations 
Math Program is fully implemented in lower grades and will be fully implemented at the other grade 
levels by the end of the year.  Nancy also provided the members with the new math sequence 
information and discussed the parent opportunities for parents, as well as the middle school math 
information sessions.  Math e-Boards at the elementary schools are up and running at the building level 
sites and addresses which unit of instruction, vocabulary and ways parents can support their students 
with math instruction.   Secondary math e-Boards are under construction with the hopes of being ready 



before winter break.  Benchmarks for K-5 are being implemented this year as well. The information is 
available on the district website for all parents to be able to access.  Nancy also shared what the 
district math specialists are involved in across buildings and what types of supports they are providing 
for students and teachers. The group was encouraged to ask questions and a discussion followed. 
 
VI. Agenda Items for 1/25 Meeting ...................................................... C.A.R.E 

Data on student achievement and first quarter reports and an update from the Cultural 
Proficiency sessions. 
 

Next meeting Date: 
January 26, 2011/Lower Merion High School cafeteria 
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