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Dear Sixth Grade Parents: 
Please take some time to review this packet describing the 
Waterbound Program at Welsh Valley Middle School, 
paying special attention to important dates and times for 
meetings and procedures for applying to the program.  
We look forward to meeting or reconnecting with many of 
you at one of our information sessions and to sharing the 
unique experiences we offer to our students.  Thanks for 
your time. 

Sincerely, 
Marybeth Raidy and John V’Soske 
Waterbound Teachers  

What is Waterbound? 
Waterbound is a two person team which takes a unique 
approach while teaching the traditional 7th grade curriculum.  
It is a rigorous academic program with activities designed to 
appeal to all types of learning styles.  Graduates will enter 8th 
grade with the same knowledge and material covered in the 
traditional program.  Students are regularly challenged, and 
many opportunities are given to pursue areas of interest in 
greater depth.  Next year will be the twenty-fourth for this 
highly successful and innovative program taught by Marybeth 
Raidy and John V’Soske.  Waterbound is the original of the six 
thematic programs in the district. 

A group of 44 students make up the Waterbound class.    
Parents of interested sixth graders must attend one of 
our informational meetings so there is no confusion 
about what we offer.  We also encourage you to talk to 
parents of former and current Waterbound students 
to find out about their experiences in the program. 

We’ve tried our best to give you a brief overview in 
this packet.  To fully understand our program we 
require you to come to one of our presentations 
before making this important decision.  



Important Timeline for the “Waterbound Weeks” selection process: 
The Waterbound program will be presented and explained to your sixth grader on Friday, March 
3rd (C team and Artifacts) and Monday, March 6th (A team and B team).  If your child is 
interested in the program for the 17-18 school year, a parent MUST attend one of the 
following meetings at which time a full explanation of the program will be given and 
applications will be distributed.  THIS IS THE ONLY WAY TO GET AN APPLICATION.* 

 TUESDAY    March 7th    7:00-8:00 P.M.  
 THURSDAY   March 9th    8:35-9:35 A.M. 
 FRIDAY    March 10th   12:00-1:00 P.M.   

All meetings will be held in the Waterbound Classroom (A-108) in the “link building.” 
If you find that none of these meeting times fit into your schedule, please contact one of us by Friday, March 3rd, 3 PM to set up 
an alternative time to come in and review the program.  (raidym@lmsd.org - Mrs. Raidy) (vsoskej@lmsd.org - Mr. V’Soske) 

Applications will be accepted in A-108, the Waterbound classroom.   
The deadline for turning in applications is WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15TH - 8:30 A.M. 

* If an older son or daughter was a member of Waterbound during the 2009-present school year, it 
is not necessary to attend one of our meetings.  Just have your child stop by for an application.  

Please be aware that changes have been made in the program along the way, so please take the time 
to review the packet.  You would also be welcome to attend any of the meetings.

Commonly Asked Questions and Answers 
What type of student is right for this program? 
We have found kids who enjoy working with others as well as independently, like 
to be outdoors, effectively manage their time, like to write, and those who are 
looking for opportunities to take projects a step further to be most successful.  
Students who treat others and want to be treated with respect find the family 
atmosphere in Waterbound a place where learning can be 
fun.  All levels of students have met with success in 

Waterbound.  With the many projects we have, if a 
student is is very disorganized they can become extremely overwhelmed. 

Please consider this when making your decision. 

Is Waterbound more or less work than the traditional seventh grade program? 
The overall amount of work is comparable to the traditional program.  While we do 
have tests, novel quizzes, and some “regular” homework, there is a greater emphasis 
on long term and hands-on projects.  There are also many opportunities for students 
to extend themselves beyond what is required.  The main subject areas covered by Waterbound are science, 
history, and language arts.  The one elective covered within the program is Integrated Technology.  Students 
leave the Waterbound classroom for math, foreign language, physical education, FACS, art, tech ed., band, 
orchestra, chorus/select chorus, learning support, and challenge (depending on availability within the 
schedule.)  From year to year our schedule may change slightly when the entire school schedule is made. We 
cannot guarantee it will remain as is or predict the changes that might occur. 
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How will the students be evaluated? 
Students will be given a letter grade in each of 
the three core subjects covered in Waterbound:  
Science, History, and  English.  For projects 
that cross more than one discipline, a rubric will 
be provided detailing which portion will count 
toward which subject area.  Individual student 
progress in Waterbound will communicated to 
the parents through the Parent Portal. 

How will students be selected? 
Any child who is interested in the program will be asked to fill out 
an application.  Applications will be accepted in the Waterbound 
classroom (A-108).  The deadline for applications is 8:30 AM. - 
MARCH 15TH.  The selection process will be described in detail 
at both the student and parent presentations. 

If my child is part of the ARTiFACTS program would he or 
she be eligible for Waterbound? 
Yes.  All students currently enrolled in the Lower Merion School 
District can apply for the program.   

When will my child be able to see his or her friends if they aren’t in Waterbound? 
Students will see their friends just as much as if they were placed on different 
teams for their seventh grade year.  We are located in the same building as the 
other seventh grade classes, and our students mix with friends outside of 
Waterbound in the morning, between classes, during lunch, and after school.  It is 
possible, but not guaranteed, that Waterbound students will be placed in foreign 
language and other specials with students in the traditional program.  Sports, 
clubs, the play, and other school sponsored activities are other opportunities for 
kids to mix.  We also participate in the year-end 7th grade trip to Brandywine 
Park and Picnic Grove.   

How will Waterbound affect students' participation in other activities? 
Students can participate in band, orchestra, athletics, and all other school 

activities. Teachers of our kids are notified 
of our activities ahead of time, and it is the student’s 
responsibility to make up the work missed.  Whenever possible, field 
trips will be planned to avoid conflicts with major events and activities.  
With the exception of an overnight camping trip in September and an 
overnight to Williamsburg in the spring, all field trips will be designed 
to return to school before sports teams leaving for away games and by 
the end of the school day. 



Does this program entail extra expenses for the 
students and their families? 
No unusual materials or equipment need to be 
purchased by the students.  We anticipate many 
field trips including a three day overnight at the 
Pocono Environmental Education Center and a three 
day overnight in Williamsburg, VA.  Cost for the 
entire year’s trips is around $650.00.  Many will be 
free; others, as would be the case in "traditional 
classes," will have costs that must be borne by the 
students (admission fees, etc.)   

What is the role of parents/guardians in the Waterbound Program? 
Commitment for year long support and participation.  We realize peoples’ schedules are extraordinarily 
busy these days.  Know that we make every effort to schedule and distribute dates of upcoming events and 
trips far in advance to help facilitate your involvement.  Even if you are unable to attend, we welcome your 
involvement and interest in your child’s activities at home.   

What will happen if a student has second thoughts about joining 
Waterbound after being selected? 
While it’s not uncommon for students to have second thoughts about 
trying something new, a decision to join Waterbound is final once the 
student has been admitted to the program.  Rest assured that others 
have faced similar questions, and have seen their concerns happily 
resolved.  Commitment to the program is important and is an integral 
part of the program.  Once a child is accepted in March, he/she is 
committed to the program for the full year.  There is an 
expectation that all families will consider this before volunteering to 
participate.  We highly recommend that if your child is not interested in 
the program, you do not force him or her to apply. 

How do we anticipate readjustment to grade eight? 
Our program parallels the content of our "traditional" 
seventh grade program (biological science, early American 
history, language arts).  Students have had no more 
difficulty than a typical adolescent might have in 
adjusting to eighth grade.  In fact, we’ve received a great 
deal of positive feedback from former Waterbounders 
and their parents describing their 
g rowth i n the areas of se l f -
confidence, ability to organize and 
complete projects, and enthusiasm 
for learning.  Along with all this they 

leave with shared memories that will last a lifetime. 



Tahkoken Day - We gather for a Lenape fall harvest celebration at which students present projects made using 
natural materials.  A “naming ceremony” and food sampling are also part of this day.

Colonial Day - Step back into the world of 1700 and experience firsthand the pleasures 
and struggles of cooking over a fire, splitting wood, hand sewing a pocket, eating 
authentic foods, or simply walking in full colonial dress.

Rolling Hill Park - Here students learn to identify over 75 species of flora and fauna and develop an appreciation for 
the natural world around them.  Each student also selects an individual writing spot to which they return many times in 
all seasons and weather.  There they do descriptive and reflective essays, as well as see the value in taking twenty 
minutes out of our hectic daily pace to sit in solitude and silence, and think. 

What types of special activities are involved in the program? 
Our Waterbound year is highlighted by “special days” and trips to Rolling Hill Park.  In addition to bringing 
the subject areas to life by providing hands-on, authentic activities for the kids, these activity days keep us 
very busy and give us something to look forward to throughout the school year.  With the exception of 
Continental Congress, these special events take place off campus at local sites such as Saunder’s Woods and 
Harriton House, to allow full freedom to enjoy the day and feel completely comfortable in “character.”



Gold Rush Days - Enter the 1840s bringing out your southern belle dresses or your gold panning clothes and 
experience life during the Gold Rush Days by becoming an inventor, poet, author, or tradesman.  Take your turn at 
hand cranking ice cream and country dancing.

Tom Sawyer Day - Become a part of the world Twain described so vividly.  In costume, race a boat down Mill 
Creek, persuade Tom to let you use homemade whitewash on the fence, and share in some old-fashioned fun and 
games

Second Continental Congress - Play an actual role in the debate to decide whether the colonists should declare 
independence from England while enjoying the music, art, and customs of the period.


